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Texas Senate passes budget

AUSTIN - The Senate
approved its version of the state
budget Wednesday, planning to
spend $182.2 billion for 2010-
2011. This represents a 7 percent
growth over last biennial budget,
due to nearly $11 billion in
federal stimulus money. Actual
spending of state funds only
increases about 2 percent each
year of the next biennium. Lt.
Governor David Dewhurst said

this reflects the Senate’s
commitment to fiscal
responsibility in troubled

economic times. “When families
all around the state of Texas are
tightening the belt,” he said, “they
know that, at least in the
Legislature, our members are
trying to do everything we can for
people that are suffering.”

As is past years, health and
human services and education
spending are the largest portions
of the budget. Health and human

services appropriations in all
funds are more than $60 billion,
with two-thirds of that dedicated
toward Medicaid funding.
Workgroup leader Senator Bob
Deuell of Greenville pointed out
important funding changes,
including $293 million for an
attendant care pay raise and $3.1
billion to reduce waiting lists by
at least 10 percent for state
services, expanding services to
10,000 Texans.

The budget for public
education would stay about the
same as last biennium, more than
$52 billion, but higher education
spending would increase $1.5
billion to a total of $22.6 billion.
The increased funding will give
more money to state and
community colleges as well as a
$134 million increase in student
financial aid.

Federal money from the
stimulus plan will flow mostly
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into workforce development and
training and infrastructure. The
Senate budget appropriates $2.25
billion in federal funds toward
technology grants and $1.6
billion for new transportation
construction. It would also spend
nearly $500 million in stimulus
funds for workforce training.

Once the House passes its
appropriations bill, five Senators
appointed by the Lt. Governor
and five Representatives
appointed by the House Speaker
will meet to hammer out
difference between the two
spending proposals. The final
budget will come before both
houses for a vote in middle or late
May.
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WILLACY COUNTY ART LEAGUE MEMBERS created handmade valentines at their Feb-
ruary meeting to distribute to the residents of Retama Manor in Raymondville.
Ruth Ann Taylor gave a program on creating cards and the members used an assortment of
materials furnished by Ruth Ann to make the cards.
Shown, from left to right, Vivian Martin, Myrilla Sparhawk, Sonya Tijerina, Cissie Watson,
Bessie Hartman, Barbara Vreeland, Lupita Vasquez, Ann Moncus, and Coralie Somers. Not shown,
Ruth Ann Taylor.
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M.S.R.P. $19,570|
DISC

STK. #8199

2008 Chrysler Pacifica

M.S.R.F. $28,995
DISC

STK. # 8040

4,575
Sale $14,995

8,000
Sale $20,995

Cooling System Service

Remember o include eminonmental fiuid disposal fee, if any. Coolant Replacement
based on DrainReplace, FlushReplace or Flush/Recyde, Inspedtion of hoses and
Car/Minivan Jeep/Dodge Truck

now $36.95 wnow $39.95
Reg. $79.13

Drain/Replace

602 WEST
JACKSON

Reg. $95.69

2008 Dodge Nitro R/T

008 Blowout Sale

2008 Dodge
Ram 2500

Save Over $17,000 OFF MSRP!!!
NOW

53 3, 99 5 Price ......$33,995

M.S.R.P. $29,735

DISC 7,740
Sale $21,995
STK. #8104

2008 Dndge Grand Caravan

M.S.R.P. $33,770

8 DISC 8,775

B Sale $24,995
STK. # 8205

Service

e Specials

Air Conditioning Check

M.S.R.P...$47,080
n'sc..ll‘. - - i 3’ Bos

2008 Dndge Durango Limited 4X4

‘ M.S.R.P. $40,415
'DISC 11,425

Sale $28,995
STK. #8101

2008 Dndge Charger SXT

M.S.R.P. $27,310

DISC 5,315

Sale $21,995
STK. # 8282

. Car/Minivan
A/C systemn performance check, Refngerant and testing components for leaks extra
Car/Minivan Jh::gf[‘a‘ndg& Truck NOwW 534 95
Now $44.95 now $39.95 Reg- #4808
Reg. 559 a5 Reg. $59.95

423-5555

Pre-Owned
Inventory

2004

Chevrolet Cavalier

2006 Ford F-250
Crew Cab Diesel

_FR.

STK. #8034A
Call for Price

2008 Jeep Wrangler
4 Dr., 4X4, Auto

STK. #R34550
Call for Price

2008 Grand Caravan SE

3 tp choose from
$14,999

Wheel Balance & Tire Rotation
Remove four wheels from vehide, baiance and rolate, Special wheels:
specially vehides siightly higher.

Jeep/Dodge Truck

now $34.95
Reg. $49.95

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS

TAKE EXPRESSWAY B3, EXIT O
TYLER AVE, TURRMN LEFT OME ST

“"FROM BROWHMSVILLE
TAKE HIGHWAY 77, EXIT O
TYLER AVE, TLUIRN LEFT OM E ST
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